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One of r,he init ial purposes of creating the Family Science Rer-' ieu; 
'vasto provide an outiet for crit iceil essay irnd dialogue about issues rhat emei"ge

in the field of famiiy science. It is the fleeiing of rhe etl irors of rhrs
publication this rvil l  be an important way to enhance the growth and
development of the discipline. The Forum section rvil i  provide an outler for
such an exchange.

There are severai areas which wil l be largeted in rhis secrion of rhe
bulletin. Among them are issues abouI the professional organizations
represenling family science. This couid include debates about policies of
organizations such as NCFR, AAMFT, or orhers, or challenges faced bv such
organizations. For example, in rhe )'Iarch meering of the NCFR Board of
Directors, there were several important issues presented. One rather l ively
issue that was discussed focused on the Affi i iared Councils of NCFR. The
Board voted to require ail affi l iate members to become members of good
standing in the paren[ organizalion (rarher than being members of srate
organizations only). This is the rype of issue about which we would [ke to
receive responsible and thoughtful letters. Our intention is to publish such
letrcrs or comments with possible rebuitals, and/or additional commenfs.

In addition to issues of organizations, we also would l ike to publish
Ietters outi ining research. application. or policy ideas and conrroversies in rhe
family area. These could take a variety of forms, including statements about
ethics or about diff icult issues in an area; opinions about federal or iocal
policies affecting families; or innovative ideas clarifying or reshaping policy,
research, or teaching approaches.

our intention is to create an open forum that encourages the best
chinking in the field. we wil l print as many letters and commenrs as space
allows, with a competit ive seiection process in piace to choose the mosl
interesting and stimulating issues. We request that your Letters be under flour
pages in length (al though Ionger ones wi i l  be accepted i f  appropr iarer.  and be
written as carefully as you wouid any journal article. lve look forward ro
hearing from you.

As far rs we know. there is no similar forum currently in place For
generai issues in rhe field. Cntique and challenge in a consLructive formal
can only enhance the qual i ty of  our organizat ions,  rhe relevance of  our
research, and the importance of rvhat rve do in pracrice. Thus, rve believe ir
wil l benefit rhe discipline in general.
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